
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO
 

From District Governor Frank 

O’Donoghue 

 

Taking Stock 

 

 

Club Meetings in January are occasions 

when clubs can rightly pause and take stock 

of the service provided within our 

communities in the Christmas period. Lions 

Clubs undertake a huge range of varied 

services including and making up and 

delivering food hampers; carol singing, 

organizing Christmas parties for the less well 

off. There is a move away from collecting 

food in favour of collecting donations and 

giving vouchers, which gives greater choice 

to the families and individuals we assist. 

This trend was evident in the club meetings I 

attended this week 

  

Nenagh Lions Club President David Kyne 

was very welcoming to the well-attended 

meeting on Monday 7th January. As expected 

there was a huge focus on reviewing the 

services undertaken before Christmas. The 

level of commitment by the club was evident 

in the comprehensive report by Aidan Ryan., 

who was very careful in collecting back the 

confidential information for shredding. 

The meeting also looked to future projects  

  

On Tuesday 8th I attended the Kilkenny 

Lions meeting and was welcomed by Club 

President Philip Tierney and IPP Brian 

O’Callaghan. Picture shows President Philip 

receiving my DG Pennant. 

 

Again, it was a well attended meeting and 

the club members reflected on a very 

intensive and varied 
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Pre-Christmas programme. One of the 

highlights was the Annual Concert in St 

Canice’s Cathedral which attracted a 300 + 

audience. This was the 25th occasion that 

Kilkenny Lions have organized this concert. 

The other standout event in is the Radio 

Auction, where many loyal supporters of the 

Lions source their Christmas presents. 

  

It is a cause of great pride to reflect on the 

level of service provided by Lions  both at 

Christmas and over the course of the year. 

Thank you for this great continuing 

commitment. 

 
 

UCD Lions ‘Make a Difference’ 
 

 

 

 

 
 

UCD approached Dublin Lions Club in 2016 

with a view to exploring a collaboration of 

their staff with Dublin Lions. As a result 

UCD Lions Club was established and began 

a journey of ‘making a difference in our 

community’ which has already achieved 

considerable success  . Achievements of 

UCDLC to-date include: 
 

• UCDLC Summer Party for the 

homeless turning Iveagh Gardens into a 

festival venue for the day, providing 

food, music by numerous bands, services 

for our guests including barbers, 

chiropody, photography, job seeking 

advice with fun and interaction. 

        

• UCDLC organized clothing collection 

for the homeless attending Alice Leahy’s 

Trust in Dublin City. 

 

• Larkin College scholarships.  

UCDLC invited 5th and 6th year students 

from the inner-city school, Larkin 

College to UCD, where they were 

welcomed, informed of the opportunity in 

UCD and a scholarship programme was 

launched. 

 

 

• UCDLC English language skills classes 

for those attending The Mendicity 

Institution by teachers who went to 

Mendicity Institution to teach these very 

vulnerable men English.  

 

• Elderly care support where Mount 

Merrion Friendship Club were given 

tours, lunch and made feel very welcome 

on the UCD campus. 



 

• UCD India Nandri project empowering 

the impoverished mothers in India 

providing long-term sustainable 

solutions. UNDVC members are going to 

India to visit the Nandri center with a 

view to adding them to their outreach 

programme.   

• Message in a bottle medicines 

awareness scheme were distributed by 

UCD medical staff in Jervis Street Centre 

at their health check day 

 

UCDLC has now reached out to the students 

of UCD with an initial meeting and an 

invitation to them to join in their 2019 

projects. 

Lions with family members of friends in 

UCD who may like to become involved are 

encouraged to invite them to contact 

UCDLC at UCDLionsClub@gmail.com or 

theresa.oleary@ucd.ie 

 

Upcoming activities include 

 

• UCDLC  Meetings to plan future 

activities   

Monthly meeting where those 

interested can get involved.  

Last Tuesday of every month @ 4pm. 

 

• UCDLC Homeless Party 

Festival for Dublin Homeless. 

Dublin City Centre in May ’19, 

 

• UCDLC elderly care support, 

Elderly from disadvantaged parts of 

Dublin are brought to visit UCD  

November ’18, February ’19, April 

’19. 

 

• UCDLC health screening day  

Diabetes Check 

April’19 

 

• UCDLC  Clothing Collection  

Collection of suitable second-hand 

clothing for Dublin homeless 

Midterm and end of year. 

 

• UCDLC Christmas food appeal  

Food collection at supermarkets for 

Dublin Homeless 

December ’19. 

 

 
 

Obituaries 

Lion John Culhane 
The President and Members of 

Howth/Sutton Lions Club offer their deepest 

condolences to Anne Culhane and the 

Culhane family on the death of Lion John 

mailto:UCDLionsClub@gmail.com
mailto:theresa.oleary@ucd.ie


Culhane, a Club Past President and a valued 

colleague. 

John joined Howth/Sutton Lions in 1975 and 

has been an active club member since then. 

He has been involved in all aspects of the 

club’s activities and will be sorely missed. 

 

 Pat Murphy  

 
Pat Murphy , a Charter member of our club died 
on December 1st 2018. He was predeceased by 
his wife Betty earlier in the year. 
He had a long and fruitful life and as a Quantity 
Surveyor was well known and highly respected 
in the construction industry in Cork City and 
County. 
He was generous with his skill and knowledge 
in the clubs’ flagship project, the building of 
Aras Leon comprising of 25 apartments for the 
elderly which was completed on time and within 
budget in 2005. 
Pat had many interests including politics with 
Fianna Fail, sport as an owner of greyhounds 
and in the latter part of his life as a Lion where 
he was Club President in 1997/ 1998 amongst 
other roles in the club. Pat had the distinction of 
being twice honoured with Melvin Jones 
awards, underlining his commitment to Lionism 
and our club. 
His wisdom, knowledge, enthusiasm and his 
attention to detail and accuracy in all his 
dealings will be sorely missed. 
Ar dheis De go raibh a anam dilis. 
  

 Dermot Nestor  

 Bishopstown and  District Lions Club. 
 

 

 

 
 

Malahide Seniors Party 
 

 

Malahide  Lions  hosted more than 120 

senior guests at its annual Christmas Party.  

This event at the Grand Hotel, is an 

opportunity to say ‘thank you’ and to 

provide a welcome and much-appreciated 

night  out for the senior citizens of the area . 

Lions club members collect their guests and 

leave them safely home after a three course 

meal and an evening  of  music, dancing and 

fun. 

 
 

Santa never fails to arrive and remembers to 

bring a gift for everyone. This year Malahide 

Lions also welcomed Councillor Anthony 

Lavin, Lord Mayor of Fingal who joined in 

the fun.  
 

 
Pictured from left are Paul Douglas. Mrs 

Claus, Santa Claus, Mary Gleeson, Stephen 

McDonagh, Mary McNamara, Bernadette 

Murray 

 In front-Joe Morris 

 

(Below) Councillor Anthony Lavin, Mayor of 

Fingal 

 

 



  

 

 

Newry Christmas Dinners 
 

 

Newry Lions were out in force on Christmas 

morning delivering hot food to lonely and 

vulnerable people and families in the local 

community. A massive 150 dinners were 

donated by a local restaurant and distributed 

by Lions. 

 

 
 

 

Claremorris Memory Club 

 

Claremorris Lions Club members pictured 

presenting a cheque, the proceeds of their 

quiz night, to Frances Maloney, Manager 

Community Action Dementia Mayo. From 

left are Michael Prendergast, Catherine 

Cosgrove, Andy Bibby, Frances Maloney, 

Mary Esler and James Preston.  

Claremorris and District Lions Club 

undertook a major fundraising event in 

support of the weekly Dance Memory Club 

which runs every Wednesday from 11.30am 

to 1pm, in Curam, Claremorris, for people 

living with dementia and their carers.  The 

Claremorris Dance Memory Club was the 

pilot club in Mayo and is an innovative way 

to help dementia patients’ mobility and 

communication skills whilst also offering a 

wonderful, weekly support network for their 

carers. 

The Lions Club had been approached by 

Community Action Dementia Mayo who 

facilitate the weekly dance club.  Some 



Lions’ members visited the Dance Memory 

Club and saw first-hand the importance of 

normalising this illness and ensuring it has a 

place to be seen within the community. From 

that base, Claremorris Lions Club committed 

to supporting this dementia-specific service 

by paying the weekly room rental costs and 

they made the decision to run a Table Quiz 

to ensure that the future of the Dance 

Memory Club was secured.   

The response to the fundraising night in the 

Dalton Inn Hotel was overwhelming and it 

was a most successful and enjoyable night 

for everyone. 

 

On their Trolley 
 

 
 

 

Young lads today generally have a bad name 

but when seven of them pushing a laden 

trolley  walk up to you and say ‘This is for 

the Food Appeal’, you naturally ask –‘The 

whole lot?’ and the reply was ‘Yes the whole 

lot’. You look at the trolley and then you 

look at them and you realise that with youths 

like these there is a big future for the young 

lads of Ireland.  

They are photographed with Gerry Coen of 

SVP with their laden trolley at Tesco, 

Fairgreen. Carlow. 

 

 

 

Lions Freezer Averts Disaster 

 
Downpatrick Lions Club received a warm 

welcome from Life Change Changes Lives 

in their shop in Market Street, Downpatrick 

after the Lions had come to their aid just 

before Christmas. Downpatrick Lions had 

received a call for help from LCCL when 

they discovered their food freezer had 

broken down. Given that they provide a 

lunchtime meal for their members this could 

have been a disaster, but the day was saved 

when Downpatrick Lions quickly came to 

the rescue by funding and supplying them 

with a new replacement freezer. 

 

 

 



 

 

Sean Carvill, President Downpatrick Lions 

Club, is welcomed by LCCL Project Co-

Ordinator Ailish Teague along with staff and 

members to their shop in Downpatrick. . 

Downpatrick Lions provided a new freezer 

for the charity. 

  

 

Ailish Teague, Project Co-Ordinator, 

thanked the Downpatrick Lions Club for 

their quick response and on-going assistance 

and said that LCCL offers help and support 

for those affected by mental ill health and/or 

addictions, suicidal feelings and social 

isolation. They provide one-to-one 

counselling, art as a therapy and activities 

designed to impact on mental health issues. 

LCCL is intergenerational  cross-community 

project with its membership coming from a 

wide area. 

  

South East Ambassador 
 

 

 
 

The Lions Clubs of Zone I (South East) are 

very proud of the young people who 

represented their clubs so well in the Zone 

final on December 1st . 

The finalists were Iona Richie , Waterford 

Lions Club, Mathew Colman , Wexford 

Lions Club , John Heffernan Carlow Lions 

Club , Cait Nic Shearnaigh Kilkenny Lions 

Club . The winner was Joe Ryan 

representing Carrick on Suir Lions Club . 

Included are Ann Ellis Zone Chair , 

Stephanie Keating Youth Officer COS Lions 

Club , Judges John Connolly , Anna Brett , 

Bridget Mitchell  

 

Wicklow Sings 
 

 

Members of Wicklow and District Lions 

Club are slowly coming back to normality 

after a hectic Christmas season. 

As well as the normal Tesco and SuperValu 

food and cash collections where members 

manned the doorways of the various 

supermarkets and received a wonderful 

reaction from the busy seasonal shoppers, 

they were also involved in other fundraising 

events like the Beat on the Street and the 

Male Voice Choir Christmas Eve 

performance which raised substantial amount 

of funds for the local community. 



.Wicklow Male Voice Choir is pictured 

performing on Christmas Eve on the 

streets of Wicklow for Wicklow Lions.. 

including Santa and the one and 

only Leo 

 

 

Malahide Charter Dinner 
 

 
 

Frank O'Donoghue (District Governor) 

presents a Melvin Jones award to Matthew 

Ryan (Grand Hotel Proprietor). On right is 

Damien Carberry. 

 

Malahide Lions held their annual Charter 

Dinner in the Grand Hotel.  As always, the 

Grand provided magnificent fare in beautiful 

surroundings.  Many distinguished guests 

were present including Frank O’Donoghue 

(District Governor), Anthony Lavin (Mayor 

of Fingal), Matthew Ryan (Grand Hotel) and 

Mark Courtney (Manager, Bank of Ireland 

Malahide). 

The Malahide Lions were also delighted to 

welcome their fellow Lions from 

Howth/Sutton.   

These occasions provide a wonderful forum 

for exchange of ideas and lively discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Damien Carberry (President Malahide 

Lions), Anthony Lavin (Mayor of Fingal), 

Mary McNamara and Brian Dooley 

(Malahide Lions) 

 

 

Top of the Trees 

 

 

 Portlaoise Lions Club  held its 24th annual 

Christmas Tree sale in December 2018. To 

date, the Portlaoise Lions Club has raised 

approximately €124,000, with all proceeds 

going to the Laois Hospice. Many of the tree 

sales are to repeat customers who look 

forward each year to supporting this worthy 

cause.  



December is a very busy time for The 

Portlaoise Lions club with a supermarket 

bucket collection, a shared food appeal with 

Abbeyleix Lions Club, a memorial tree in 

Laois Shopping centre, as well as the tree 

sale. It was all hands on deck for the 

Portlaoise Lions, with the assistance of a 

wonderful group of volunteers. Special 

mention should be given to the ‘Dads Army’ 

golf society from the Heath golf club for 

their sterling work every year.  

 

 

It is YOUR Newsletter 
Thanks to all our contributors- please keep 

sending us news and images. 

 

1. Send material as early as possible in 

the week. Deadline remains 9am on Friday. 

2. Keep items as concise as possible- 

max 200 words. 

3. Please remember that our audience is 

Lions- not the general public. 

4. We welcome jpeg images but 

CANNOT accept pdfs. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Concert pianist Máire Carroll will present a 

special and intimate musical night at The 

Grand Hotel, Malahide on February 1st, 

2019. Máire will perform pieces from her 

recently released debut album ROADS as 

well as some of her original compositions 

which have been inspired by her new concert 

series: Hidden Pianos.  

Expect to hear some old musical favourites 

from Gershwin to ‘The Sound of Music’ as 

well as classical piano pieces, film music 

and pulsating rhythmical and jazz-influenced 

tunes. All pieces will be introduced by Máire 

on the night.  



This concert is in support of the Malahide 

Lions Club and the concert will begin at 7.30 

p.m. 

 

 

No Trabolgan Price Rise 

 
 

Lions District 133 Annual Holiday Week is 

an ideal vehicle for providing service to our 

senior citizens and others in need.  Project 

Leader Donal Browning has confirmed that 

the holiday will again be held in Trabolgan 

from Friday, 7th June to Friday, 14th June 

2019 and the charge will be €265 per guest - 

the same as for the past four years. 
 

 

 

 
 

This Project has been one of the most 

successful in our District for over 38 years. It  

depends on club support and Lions Clubs 

who have not participated in recent years are 

invited to return this year. Small groups of 

four or five guests are welcome as well as 

larger groups. 

 

Trabolgan has again sponsored short break 

accommodation (Weekend Fri to Mon or 

Midweek Mon to Fri) for families of up to 

six for each of the 1st 50 Clubs to submit 

Booking Forms and Deposits.  The breaks 

can be taken in the 2019 season excluding 

Easter, the Lions Holiday Week, Bank 

Holidays or July/August.  They can be used 

by Clubs for fund raising purposes. 

 

Each Club should now appoint a Holiday 

Project Officer and insert contact details on 

the Booking Form.  On receipt of this Form, 

Holiday Guidance Notes and Guest 

Application Forms will be issued to the 

nominated Project Officer. 

 

Get ‘Kinsale Ready’ 

 

 
 

Kinsale and District Lions Club will host the 

50th annual District Convention.  

The event is expected to attract up to 300 

delegates and visitors to Kinsale over the 

weeknd 1st – 3rd March, 2019.  

Booking for the convention is now open. 

The Convention Director is Eddie McCarthy 

a past president of Kinsale Lions Club. The 

standard package costs €185.00 per person 

and includes two nights accommodation 

(March 1st /2nd 2019) based on two people 

sharing in a standard room, two tickets to the 

Governors Ball on Saturday night , one 



convention registration fee and/or one 

partners package. 

These rates are quoted on a pre pay basis 

only, but the booking can be cancelled with a 

full refund up to 48 hours before arrival date. 

Bookings can be made by contacting  

Fidelma at Actons Hotel. - 021 4779900  / 

fmccarthy@actonshotelkinsale.com 

Executive rooms cost an additional €20 per 

room per night subject to availability and 

single rooms also cost an additional €20 per  

night. 

A ‘Dine Around’ Kinsale Good Food 

Restaurants is available on the Friday  night 

at €40 pp payable on the night. 

For Lions attending only on the day, the 

convention registration fee is  €35 

Additional accommodation on Thursday or 

Sunday nights costs €45 pp sharing (standard 

room) 

 

 

Lions Golf in Spain 

 

The sixth Lions Golf World Cup and 

European Championship takes place from 

April 14 through April 21, 2019 in 

Andalucía, Spain. 

The venue is Hotel Tamisa Golf , surrounded 

by great golf courses and only a long tee shot 

away from Ryder Cup course Valderrama. 

The deadline to receive the "early bird 

booking rate" is January 31, 2019.  

For further information about the Lions Golf 

World Cup & European Championship, 

please 

visit: https://www.hoteltamisagolf.com/lio

nsgolf.php . All proceeds will be donated to 

LCIF.  
 

 

…That’s all for this week 
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